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Cool off at the History Center this July with stories of springs and hurricanes, 
Central Florida’s historic hotels, sensational sports, and more!
Central Florida temperatures go high in July, but at the Orange County Regional History Center, visitors can cool off and relax while keeping their curiosity cooking. At this month’s events, we’ll dive into Florida’s aquifers, springs – and, yes, hurricanes. We’ll go behind-the-scenes at the museum with the varied and vital work of our collections team, and we’ll explore the history of iconic hotels – the subject of both a program and a new pocket exhibit, Home Away from Home, that opens in our lobby in mid-July. 

The fun and learning continue at Our Adventures in History Summer Camp through August 2, and a Sensory Sunday on July 21 focusses on area sports history with sensory-friendly games and activities. 
Here’s a brief look at our refreshing, busy July. Learn more at TheHistoryCenter.org/Events.
History Alive: Unveiling the Power of Nature
Saturday, July 6, 2024, 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Discover the fascinating world of hurricanes, aquifers, and springs with an unforgettable day of interactive exhibits, engaging activities, and educational presentations for all ages. Guided museum tours are scheduled for 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. Activities are included with admission. 
More information: TheHistoryCenter.org/Event/Unveiling-the-Power-of-Nature/

Lunch & Learn: Tales from the Collection
Friday, July 12, 2024, Noon – 1 p.m.

Join the History Center’s curator of collections, Travis Puterbaugh, and members of the collections team for behind-the-scenes tales about what makes their work so fascinating – from creating events related to exhibits to researching little-known corners of history, and much more. Participate online or in-person.

Cost: Free for History Center Members; General Public $5. Cost with lunch: $9 for History Center Members; General Public $14. (Lunch must be ordered by 9 a.m. on Thursday, July 11.) 
Details and to register:  TheHistoryCenter.org/Event/Tales-from-the-Collection/ 
Third Thursday @ The Museum
Thursday, July 18, 2024, 5 – 9 p.m.
The History Center is open late on the third Thursday of each month with four hours of free admission! It’s part of a wider event organized by Orlando’s Downtown Arts District celebrating arts, culture, and history at various downtown venues. This month, check out some great hotel history with us (see below).
More information: https://www.thehistorycenter.org/event/third-thursday-the-museum-2/ 
Curator Conversations: Exploring Historic Hotels of Central Florida 

Sunday, July 18, 2024, 5 & 6 p.m. 
Discover the fascinating stories behind some of Central Florida’s most iconic hotels as Emily Coughlan and Kara Kovalev, curators of Home Away from Home: Historic Hotels of Central Florida, lead an insightful discussion about the pocket exhibit – the History Center’s latest. Sessions with the curators at 5 and 6 p.m. offer visitors an opportunity to dive deeper into the items and the history behind them. As part of Third Thursday @ The Museum, this event is free.

More information: TheHistoryCenter.org/Event/Curator-Conversations-Hotels/
Sensory Sunday: Sensational Sports Spectacle
Sunday, July 21, 2024, Noon – 4 p.m. 
Summer is a great time to play sports with friends and family. This special program offers opportunities to explore Orlando’s sports history with sensory-friendly games and activities. During Sensory Sundays, presented in partnership with Autism Society of Greater Orlando, we aim to provide a welcoming and comfortable experience for guests with autism spectrum disorder and sensory-processing sensitivity. Additionally, we’ve created sensory-friendly activities available throughout the museum to engage a wide variety of guests with hands-on history learning at every visit.
More information: TheHistoryCenter.org/Event/Sensational-Sports-Spectacle/ 
Adventures in History Summer Camp Continues through August 2
Our popular weekly camps offer activity-packed themes such as Moon Walkers & Ocean Trekkers and Globetrotting History. Spaces for some weeks may still be available. History Center members at the family level save 10 percent. Details at TheHistoryCenter.org/Education/Summer-Camp-2024.

Home Away from Home: Historic Hotels of Central Florida
Opens July 13, 2024
Central Florida has long been one of the world’s premier vacation destinations, featuring a wide range of accommodations for the travel-weary to rest their heads. From Orlando’s beloved San Juan and Angebilt hotels to lesser-known lodgings throughout the region, Home Away from Home features the fascinating ephemera from hotels that have supported the tourism juggernaut we know today. This pocket exhibit also highlights the three original Walt Disney World resorts, credited with changing Florida tourism forever with the opening of Magic Kingdom in 1971.

More information: https://www.thehistorycenter.org/exhibition/home-away-from-home/

The Orange County Regional History Center, housed in a historic courthouse at 65 E. Central Blvd. in downtown Orlando, features four floors of permanent and special exhibitions. The museum is a Smithsonian Institution affiliate and accredited by the American Alliance of Museums. It is funded in part by Orange County Government through the Community & Family Services Department under Orange County Mayor Jerry L. Demings and the Board of County Commissioners. The Historical Society of Central Florida Inc. is supported by United Arts of Central Florida and sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Arts and Culture, and the Florida Council on Arts and Culture. For more information, visit TheHistoryCenter.org.
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