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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Thomas Tart Receives 2025 Donald A. Cheney Award 

Honor recognizes long-standing dedication to preserving Central Florida’s history  
 

ORLANDO, Fla. — Nov. 12, 2025 — The Orange County Regional History Center and the Historical 

Society of Central Florida are pleased to announce that longtime community advocate Thomas Brogden 

Tart is the 2025 recipient of the Donald A. Cheney Award, presented to individuals who demonstrate 

outstanding commitment to preserving and sharing the region’s heritage. 

 

The surprise presentation followed Tart’s November 7 program at the History Center, where he spoke to a 

full audience about Central Florida’s World War II stories. The award was presented by Azela Santana, 

executive director of the History Center and the Historical Society. 

 

A proud fifth-generation Floridian, Tart graduated from the University of Florida, where he played 

football alongside Gator great Steve Spurrier. He went on to a distinguished legal career, serving for three 

decades as vice president and general counsel for the Orlando Utilities Commission, where he helped 

guide essential public service work across the region. 

 

Beyond his professional achievements, Tart has devoted many years to preserving Central Florida’s 

history — not only through his many engaging public presentations, but also through his work with local, 

state, and federal partners to place historic markers that protect our region’s memory. These include 

markers at the site of old Fort Gatlin and at the former Orlando Air Base, among others. 

 

His commitment has been especially meaningful for honoring the service of Florida veterans, ensuring 

that their stories remain part of our living memory rather than fading into the past. 

 

“Tom Tart’s work reminds us that history is something we build, protect, and share together,” said 

Santana. “As a community champion, Tom’s dedication has shown how passion can help an entire 

community keep its history alive for future generations.” 

 

Tart has spoken often of his childhood summers riding Florida’s passenger trains, traveling from 

Jacksonville to Pensacola to visit his grandfather. He has spoken about how those journeys gave him a 

sense of Florida as a connected landscape filled with stories waiting to be learned. 

 

First presented in 1992, the Cheney Award honors community advocates whose work echoes the legacy of 



Judge Donald A. Cheney (1889–1983), founder of the Orange County Historical Society and the museum 

that grew into today’s History Center. 

The Orange County Regional History Center, housed in a historic courthouse at 65 E. Central Blvd. in downtown Orlando, 

features four floors of permanent and special exhibitions. The museum is a Smithsonian Institution affiliate and accredited by 

the American Alliance of Museums. It is funded in part by Orange County Government through the Community & Family 

Services Department under Orange County Mayor Jerry L. Demings and the Board of County Commissioners. The Historical 

Society of Central Florida Inc. is supported by United Arts of Central Florida and sponsored in part by the State of Florida, 

Department of State, Division of Arts and Culture, and the Florida Council on Arts and Culture. For more information, visit 

TheHistoryCenter.org. 
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